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TAGS: PINT, PGOV, BL 

SUBJ: PRESIDENT BANZER ANNOUNCES POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTIONS 
TO 1975 

1. PRESIDENT BANZER MADE HIS LONG-AWAITED ANNOUNCEMENT OF POST 
PONEMENT OF THE 1974 ELECTIONS ON DECEMBER 20 DURING CEREMONY 

AT WHICH PROFESSIONAL STATUS OF BOLIVIAN JOURNALISTS WAS RECOGNIZED 
BY 

GOVERNMENT. IN HIS STATEMENT TO THE NEWSMEN, BANZER STATED THAT HE 
HAD TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT SUGGESTIONS AND REQUESTS SUBMITTED TO HIM BY 
ARMED FORCES, FRENTE POPULAR NACTIONALISTA, CAMPESINOS AND "GENERAL 
CRITERION OF THE PEOPLE." AT SAME TIME, THE PRESIDENT SURPRISED 
SOME POLITICAL OBSERVERS BY ANNOUNCING THAT HE WOULD DEFINITELY 
TURN GOVERNMENT OVER TO HIS SUCCESSOR ON AUGUST 6, 1975, DATE ON 
WHICH 

BOLIVIA WILL CELEBRATE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS INDEPENDENCE. 

2. IN ACCORD WITH CONSTITUTIONAL PRECEPT AND PAST EXPERIENCE, 
ELECTIONS FOR NEW PRESIDENT SHOULD BE HELD NO LESS THAN SIXTY DAYS 
PRIOR TO INAUGURATION OF PRESIDENT ON TRADITIONAL AUGUST 6 DATE. 

THUS. SHOULD ELECTIONS BE HELD ON FIRST SUNDAY IN MAY OR JUNE, 

AS IS CUSTOMARY, BOLIVIA WILL HOLD ITS PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
ON EITHER MAY 4 OR JUNE 1 OF 1975. 

STEDMAN 
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